
Teachers can you these 
question starters with any 
story, article, poem, or novel 
they are reading in class.

These are question stems used 
in the STAAR Reading Test.

Students can use the 
question cards with partners 
when they are working 
together in small groups. 

Cards are sorted by genre.



-Based on the details in the poem, 
which statement best describes how 
the speaker feels?
-What is the most likely reason the 
poet includes . . . in the poem?
-Read these lines from the poem, 
what do the lines suggest about the 
speaker’s experience?
-Read this line with figurative 
language, it suggests . . .
-The purpose of the first stanza is . . .
-What is the message in the poem?

-The prefix (or suffix) helps the 
reader know that the word 
unfamiliar word means –
-Which definition most closely fits 
the way the word is used in 
sentence?
-What is the meaning of the word?

-What is the best summary of this 
selection?
-Based on information in the 
selection, what is the most likely 
reason the author included the 
photograph?
-How do the subheadings provide an 
overview of the selection?
-Which sentence from the selection 
supports the main idea?
-Based on the information in the 
selection, what can the reader infer?
-The author includes questions most 
likely to –
-What can the reader tell about the 
article based on its title?
-The most likely reason the author 
include the information about . . .
-Which sentence from the selection 
best supports the conclusion?

-Based on the details in the story, 
what can the reader infer?
-What conclusion is best supported 
by the idea . . .
-Which sentence from the story 
suggests . . . 
-What sentence helps the reader 
know that the story is written in 
first person (or third person) point 
of view?



What is the best 
summary of this 
selection?

Based on information in 
the selection, what is 
the most likely reason 
the author included the 
photograph or picture?

How do the 
subheadings 
provide an overview 
of the selection?

What is the main 
idea of the 
selection?

Based on the 
information in the 
selection, what can 
the reader infer?

What can the 
reader tell about 
the selection based 
on its title?

nonfiction nonfiction

nonfiction nonfiction

nonfiction nonfiction



Based on the details 
in the poem, which 
statement best 
describes how the 
speaker feels?

What is the 
purpose of the 
first stanza in the 
poem?

What type of 
figurative language 
is used in the 
poem?

What is the 
message of the 
poem?

What type of poetry 
is this?

How do you know?

What do you 
visualize when 
you read the
poem?

poetry poetry

poetry poetry

poetrypoetry



Based on the details 
in the story, what 
can the reader 
infer?

What conclusion 
can you make 
about the main 
character of the 
story?

What point of view 
is the story told in?

How do you know?

What is one 
character trait 
that describes the 
main character?

What is the
lesson of the
story?

fiction fiction

fiction fiction

fictionfiction

What is the best 
summary of this 
selection?



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/STAAR-Reading-Resources-BUNDLE-7566874


Thank you so much for your purchase!  I hope 
you and your students enjoy this product. Please 
provide me with any feedback, so I can 
continuously improve my products!

Please follow me on Instagram (@writemoments_teaching). 
Also follow my store for the latest products, updates, and 
freebies!

• Every page of this product is copyrighted.  You are not 
permitted to create or share anything based on this product.

• You have purchased a single use license. Posting and sharing 
with others is prohibited. 

• Please send your colleagues to my store to purchase 
additional licenses at a discounted price.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Groesbeck
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Write-Moments
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Write-Moments
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